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County of Heri ſord, 


On ThHursDAY, January 20. 1714. 


"a BEING e 
The Day of Publick-Thankfgiving to Almighty 
God, for bringing our Lawful Sovereign King 
GEORGE to a peaceable and quiet Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Throne of Great-Britain, and there- 


by diſappointing the Deſigns of the Pretender, 
and the wicked Contrivances of his Adherents. 


— 


4 By T. Fos TER. : 


? * 


The SECOND EDITION. 


L © Pfinted and Sold by J. BAKER, 


Pſalm cxxvi. 1. When the Lord turned again the 
Captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. 
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at Mercers Chappel in Cheapſide; and 


Jos MaxsHaLL at the Bible in Newgate-| 
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Thankſgiving Sermon. 


1 
* 


| PSALM iii. 8. 
Salvation belongeth unto. the Lord: Thy 
Bleſſing is upon thy People, 418 


FTI HIS Pſalm is ſtiled a Pſalm of David; 
when he fled from Abſalom his Son, 
who was ſubtlely endeavouring to ad- 


| vance himſelf to the Throne of 1ſrael, 
by the Depoſition of his pious Father &. Ab- 
ſalom having rais'd a very great Mutiny in Iſrael, 
under Pretence of Male-Adminiftration of the 
Civil Government, did fo craftily carry on 


his Point, that David was oblig'd to quit his 


Royal Palace, thro' the ſudden and unexpected 
Inſurrection of his diſaffected Subjects. In the 
midſt of this Diſloyalty, Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion, David, that good old King, who well 
knew, That without Cauſe, his undutiful Sub- 
jects bad took up Arms againſt him, and were 
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4 A Thankſgiving Sermon 


ſay of my Soul, there is no he 5 

But, the Pſalmiſt who was truly ſenſible, that 
his God was a preſent Help in Time of Trou— 
ble, ſoon aſpires above his panick Fears, and 
ſtrengthens his Faith in him; ves. 3, 4, 5. Thou, 
O Lord, art a Shield for me; my Glory, and the 


Lifter up of mine Head, I cry'd unto the Lord 


with my V. vice, and he heard me out of his holy 


Hill. I laid me down and ſlept ; I awaked, for 


the Lord ſuſtained me. 7 
The former Diſcoveries of God's Mercy, 
Grace, and Love, vonchſaf d to him in the 


greateſt Dangers, were refreſhing -Cordials of 


Conſolation in his preſent Sorrows ; ſo charm'd 

and allay'd his Fears, ſo corroborated, and en- 

creas'd his Faith, that tho” there were ten thou- 

N ands of the People that had ſet themſelves a- 
. gainſt him round about, he wou'd not be diſ- 
courag'd or afraid; but tiuſt his Cauſe with. 
him, Who. giveth Sal vation unto Kings, and de- 
livereth his Servant David from the hurtful Sword &. 
But inaſmuch as the Pſalmiſt Knew, that *twas 
groſs. Preſumption for Men to rely on God's 
Providence, or expect his Bleſſing, without uſing 
the Means on their Parts in Order to obtain it; 


makes Supplication to Him for Help, annexing to 
his Prayers a ſolemn Acknowledgment of God's 


Goodneſs, in vanquiſhing his Enemies in Time 


paſt, which, tis probable, he might uſe not only 
| | | 0-4 2. 48 
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| become his profeſs'd Enemies, complains to God 
| after this humble manner; ver. 1, 2. Lord, 
| how are they encreaſed that trouble me? Many are 
they that riſe up againſt me. 272 there he that 
Ip for him in Gol. 


( which is fervent Prayer to God) he devoutly 
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as an eee to quicken and raiſb his faith; | 


hut alſo, to prevail with God to give Audience 


to his preſent earneſt Requeſts, Ver. 7. Ariſe, 
O Lord, Jave me, O my God; for thou haſt ſmit= 


ten all mine Enemies upon the Cheek-bone': Thou'haſt 


broken the Teeth of the Ungodly. i. e. God had 
broken the Powers, reſtrained the Rage, and 
contounded the envious Deſigns of his Enemies, 
in Time paſt, having ſlain Goliab, lower'd the 


Pride of Saul, and made his Foes to fall, or fly 


before him; and therefore he: wou'd not doubt, 
but the ſame God wou'd deliver him from the 
intended Cruelty of Abſalom his Son in the pre- 
ſent Exigency. For, ſaith he in the Words of 

my Text, Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: Thy 
Bleſſi ng is upon thy People. Selah. _ 

In ſpeaking to which Words, I ſhall. not ab- | 
ſolutely Confine my ſelf to the literal Meaning 
of them; for ſince, without forcing the Sence, 
they may be adapted to any People; who 
have been ſaved by the mighty Hand of God 
from publick Dangers, and are under the hap- 
py Influence of the Divine Favours, and to 
which, let me add the juſt and gentle Govern- 
ment of a good King, as Iſrael was in the Reign 
of David: I conceive, they may be: apply'd as 
properly to the preſent State of our Engliſh 
Iſrael, as any People whatſoever 3 For by 2 
rience we can ſay, that Salvation W N to rhe 
Lord, and his Bleſſing is upon us. | 

Without further Delays therefore (by way of 
Introduction) L premiſe to divert your SINGERS 
at this re as follows 4 f 


34 10 give you the true Meaning of the 


; W ords themlelyes. 1 


II. Con- 
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A Thankſetving Sermon "IM 


II. Conſider; how applicable they are to 
our preſent Purpoſe, and the delightful Occaſi- 
on of our ſolemn Returns of Gratitude on this 
Day. 75:5 vor, op | 

III. Entertain you with ſome uſeful Reflec- 
tions upon the whole. 


I. I am, To give you, the true meaning of 
the Words themſelves. + 
In the doing of which it will be neceſſary, ; 
Firſt, To enquire what is the meaning of the 3 
Word, Salvation. [xz | 
- Secondly, Shew you, That it's the Prerogative 
of God; for ſo ſaith the Pſalmiſt, It belongeth 
unto the Lord. FJ | 
Thirdly, Shew who probably may be meant 
by the People of the Lord, in our Text, and what 
by his Bleſſing being upon them. | 


Firſt, As to the meaning of the Word Salva- 
tion, Which in its general Senſe, ſignißes no o- 
ther than an eminent Deliverance from ſome 
notable Evil, or great Danger; and hence the 
Deliverance of the Iſraelites from the Philiſtines &, 
is called a great Salvation; and God's conduct- 1 
ing the Seed of Jacob by the Hand of Moſes, 1 
thro' the Red-Sea without Damage, and drown- f 

ing the Eeypt ian Hoſt, who purſued. his People 

in order to deſtroy them, is ftiled the Salvation of 

God |: And no doubt, but the Pſalmiſt in our 

Text, had an Eye to ſome great Deliverance, N 

which God wrought for him; and probably to | 0 


the narrow Eſcape, that he made from Abſalom, 
when he ſays, Salvation belongeth unto the Lord. 
A . 
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Sam. xiv. 45, + Exod. xiv. 13. 


* 


N — 
nl 1 [PO "ERS W 


** » on January 20. 14. 


But Secondly, Salvation is the Prerogative of 


God, nay, it's what he lays claim to as his 
darling Prerogative ; it belongeth unto the Lord. 


Jo fave and deliver in Time of Danger is: his 
Priviledge. God our great Creator reſerves this 


Power to himſelf, that we might ſee, and know, 
to whom we ſtand oblig'd for all our Mercies 
and Deliverances, and be thankful for them. 


Salvation, in ſome Reſpects, I do allow may ap- 


pear to us, to come by human Means or natu- 


ral Cauſes; but yet, if we carefully traverſe 
the Matter, we ſhall find that it's the mighty 


Hand of God, that ſets the Wheels on work, 
which moves all ſecond Cauſes to act on our 
Bebalf and Intereſt: We ſhou'd, therefore, (tho? 


We may, and ought to ſhew our Gratitude, and 


a juſt Reſpect and Deference to thoſe Happy In- 


ſtruments, which God makes uſe of for our 
Good) when we commemorate any Deliverance 


wrought for, or Bleſſing beſtowed upon us, 


aſcribe to God alone the Glory of it; for *tis 


he that goeth forth for the Salvation of his Peo- 


ple, even for Salvation with | his anointed \|. In 
vain then is it, for any People to hope for, or 
expect Salvation from the Hills *, or any Thing 
inferiour to God himſelf; He only is 457445 ow- 


Tygias, the Author of Salvation. For an Horſe, 
tho' a Creature of great Celerity and Strength, 
is but a vain Thing to ſave a Man; Nor can 
any Man preſerve himſelf by his own indepen« 
dent Strength and Power, with all his Policy, 
or Cunning : For alas, In the Lord alone our 
Strength is lodg'd, and in fine, he alone can 
fave us: For it 1s he that was the Salvation of 
Iſrael, 
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Iſrael, and 45 ours in the Time of Trouble; 
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ſo cloſe to David, who fear'd God in Truth, 
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„ r 


He bringeth it with his own Arm, and wih bj; 
right Hand and holy Arm doth he get * the 
Victory *. 80 that to him alone we my t pi- 


dufly aſcribe Salvation; for it is He that hath ſa- 
ved ws from our Enemies, and has put them to ſhame 
that bated us . But I proceed. 8 


- Thirdly, To ſhew, who -probably. may be 


meant by the people of the Lord; and what by 
mis Bleſſing being upon thenk7 0d e 9 15 
And here? by the People f the Lord, tis ver 
likely David means thoſe: Perſons) that (Ci 
Abſalom's Rebellion) retain'd their Integrity, 
or Loyalty, and adber d to him; as a Recom- 


pence for which, he might then perceive by an 


Eye of Faith, that the Lord wou'd work Deli- 
verance for, and pour his Bleſſing down upon 
them; while the Male-contents, who were 
hatohing Miſchief againſt the King, and diſtarh- 
ing the Tranquility of the Kingdom, withour 
the leaſt Provocation or ſubſtantial Reaſon' for 
it, ſhou'd be routed and deſtroyed, as in the 


end it proved: For God ſoon turn'd the Counſe/ 
of Abitophel into Feolifmeſs ||; and Abfalom, un- 


natural Abſalom! The Ring-leader of all This 
Miſchief, with many others of the traiterous, 
the factious Crew, were ſoon beſmear'd in the 


Crimſon Streams of their own «difloyal- Blood, 
_ perifhing in the fruitleſs Execution of theſe their 


treaſonable Projects; but all this while, The 
People of the Lord,” the faithful Party, that ſtuck 


and 
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* Palm xcviii. r. + Pſalm xliv. 7. || Vide 2 Sam. 
bas. | 
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and reyerenc'd the King: Theſe were preſer- 
ved from the untimely Fate, that many of thoſe 
black Conſpirators ſo deſervedly met withal, 
and when once this Cloud was blown away, 
then jointly Bleſſed, and reciprocally Happy in 
each other, were good King David and his Peo - 
ple; for when the Faction was routed and de- 
ſtroyed, he cou'd not wiſh for better Subjects, 
nor they deſire a better King: So that they 
cou'd experimentally ſay, when looking back on 
their palt Dangers, and reviewing their preſent 
Mercies, That Salvation belongeth unto the Lord, 
and that his Bleſſing was on them his People, But 
Loe, | 1 4 7 8 f le 4 


II. To conſider how applicable theſe Words 
are to our preſent Purpoſe, and the delightful 
Occaſion of our ſolemn Returns of Gratitude on 
this Dann of e ee e bog. e 
That Salvation is the Work and Prerogative 
of God, we have already ſhewn, all therefore 


_ Firſt, To refreſh your Memories with ſome 
conſiderable Deliverances, which the Lord hath 
wrought for this Nation; and herein ſhall we 
ſee, that Salvation belongeth unto the Lord. 


Secondly, To enquire what Bleſſings thoſe are, 
that this Nation is in the joyful Poſſeſſion of 3 
but more particularly, thoſe that flow in upon, 
and redound to us, thro! the Happy Acceſſion of 
King GEO RGE, to the Throne of Great Bris, 
- tain, and his peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion ot 
it, and hereby ſhall we ſee, that the Bleſſing of 
God is on us bis People; and this ſhall I do, that. 
ſo Things of this Nature * laid * you, 

*k a . may 
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T may; if poſſible, augment your Joys, and raife 
your Hearts to an exalted Pitch of Gratitude, 
and triu mphant Celebration of the Praiſes of 


God, under the Senſe of your preſent Mercies. 
% 11111 CCCCCCC A THT; 413 


Hirst, I am to refreſh your Memories with 
ſome conſiderable Deliverances, Which the Lord 
Hath wrought for is Nation; and altho' our 
Engliſh Iſrael may challenge all the World be- 
ſides, to produce either more or greater Inſtan- 
ces of God's Providence, and Goodnefs vouch- 
ſafed to any Nation than ſhe'hath Had, with re- 
ſpect to thoſe great Deliverances, which God 
hath wrought for her; yet muſt I paſs by many 
Things in Silence, . fearing I ſhoy'd damp your 
Nys by my Prolixity, in laying before you, the 
vaſt Catalogue of them; and, indeed, it is al- 
together unneceſſary to enquite into Matters too 
Remote and Diſtant, becauſe they ſeldom do 
C tho? they ought to) make deep Impreſſions on 
dur Minds: Pretermitting therefore, the intend- 
ed Invaſion of the Spaniards in 1588. which they 
ſtiled the Invincible Armado; and the Pomder- 
Plot in 1505. with ſuch like Cafes, which fur- 
niſh us with plain Inſtances of Popiſh Tyranny 
and Cruelty; Tho' I cannot paſs by that of the 
late glorious Revolution ia 1688, by that Bleſſed 
Inſtrument of God, King WILLI AM, the 


Memory of which, together with his Royal Per- 


fon, will be dear and ſacred to every Hee- born 
Engliſh-man, Who values either Truth, or Li- 
berty and Property; ſo long as the World en- 
dures. If we look back a little, and recognize 


che dark and gloomy Reign of James the Se- 


cond; it will caſt a tranſplendent Luſtre, on 
that great Deliverinice Which was wrought: for” 
a Free- born People, quſt upon the brink of Ruin 
i | 1 ä 
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at which Time great Numbers of the wicked 
Clan, of Feſuirs; Cthoſe Peſts of buman Society) 

ho male it their Buſineſs: to turn the World upſids 
455 were come hit her al fu &, and who like thoſe 
that dealt with, Sampſen, ſubtlely plowing with? 
the Heifer of the King, ſoon gain'd upon him 
to break, throꝭ; all the ſacred» Ties of his Coro 
nation Gath, that a total Subverſion of Govern” 
ment ſoon ſucceeded, both in Church and State; 
for partly by the Advice of Evil Councellors 
Who creep'd into the King's Cabinet, one of 


whom was a Jeſuit, and many of the reſt no bef- 


ter affected to the Proteſtant. Religion, and part- 
by the natural Inclination and Love that the 


A 


HA 
By. "I Rimſelf. had 10 Pope ry, he TFem'd reſolv'd 


at once to repeal thoſe Laws that ſtood in the 
way of Mother Church; and,; quo jure quique in- 
Jui id, right. or wrong, to bring her in. And in or- 


der to effect this dark Deſign, The Truſt of 


the Kingdom's, Defence and Safety, by mighty 
Powers are put into ſuch Hands as are made 
e incapable of them, by many expreſs Laws of 
« the Kingdom, and contrary to the expreſs 
“ Laws, of the Realm, lately declared in Par- 
4% liament, an Army of Papijzs and Mercena- 
© ries is maintained, and diſperſed through the 
« Kingdom in full Peace T. But that black 
and melancholy. Story, ſo full of Injuſtice, Bar- 

barity and unpreſidented Malice, we muſt re- 
linquiſh for-want of Time: But no doubt, here 
are ſome preſent, who have not ſuch weak Me- 
mories, as to forget to What a deplorable Con- 
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Acts 17. 6. 4 Vid. Memorial from the Engliſh Prote- 
Page 2. 


ſtants 10 their Higbneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
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A. Thankſetving Sermon | 
dition we were then reduced, by the unjuſt 
and arbitrary Proceedings of that unhappy 
Prince : Infomuch that the Fears of the Nation 
at that Criſes, were not more Great than Juſt, 
and Reaſonable; which will readily be granted 
by ſuch Perſons, as have took the Pains through- 
ly to acquaint themſelves with the true State 
of the Nation at the Time of the happy Revolu- 
tion . So that we may ſay with David, If it 
had not been the Lord, who was on eur ſide, when 
Men roſe up againſt us, then they had ſwallowed us 
up quick 5; when their Wrath was kindled, then the 
Waters had overwhelm'd us, the Streams had gone. 
aver our Souls r, and had not God then been on 
our ſide, and fent his choſen One, the Prince of 
Orange over to us, who reſcued and delivered 
this Nation from Popery and Slavery, the great- 
eſt Plagues and worſt of Curſes, next to thoſe 
of Hell, and who reſtored to vs, our Judges 
& as at the firſt, and our Counſellors as at the 
beginning, and ſetled us again upon the old 
* Foundation of our envied Legal Eſtabliſh-, 
©* ment ”; I ſay, unleſs it had been for this, in 
all human Probability, we had been ruined at. 
once: So that under God, without derogating, 
from his Glory, we may attribute to the 
prudent Conduct, and undaunted Bravery of 
King WILLIAM” the III“ of Immortal Memory, 
all thoſe Bleſſing, we now enjoy. in the Iluſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover: For 'twas his ſublime and 
happy Thought, who made the Security of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt and Succeſſion, the Chiefeſt Lg 
f WES and 
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r Vid. The aforeſaid Memorial which gives 4 full and exact 
ceount of the deplorable State of this Nation 9s that Criſis, 
* Pſalm cxxiv. I, 10 5. , 
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and peculiar Buſineſs of his Life, to propoſe to 
his Parliament the Settlement of the Crown 
upon the Princeſs Sephia, our preſent Sovereign, 
and his Poſterity, being Proteſtants, in Caſe that 
Her late Majeſty dy'd without Iſſue; ſo wile 
ling and careful was He to let ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations taſt and reliſh the ſweet and delicious 
Fruits of the never- to- be- forgotten Revolution; 
and what ought not to ſlip our Minds, he had 
not long effected this but he was removed by 
Death; we have Reaſon to imagine from a 

Crown of Thorns, of Toil, and Difficulty, to a 
Crown of Joy, and Glory which fadeth not away: At 
the killing News of whoſe lamented Exit (for ſo 
I muſt call it) all true Proteſtants expreſſed and 
ſhewed a deep Concern, and Sorrow for the loſs 
of a King, fo Wiſe, ſo Great, ſo Juſt and Good; 
but I muſt drop this Subject, for ſhou'd I dwell 
hereon, I ſhou'd abate, and not. increaſe the Foys 
of thoſe that lov'd him. Therefore, | 


* 


— . 


4 * 


. Secondly, Let us take a view of thoſe Delive- 
rances, which the Lord wrought, for this Nari- 
en in the Reign of his 1 our late Sove- 
reign Lady Queen ANNE; the beginning of 
whoſe moſt glorious. Reign was as famous and 
remarkable, as her Name was great and honou- 
rable: The Royal Head of no Xing, or Queer. 
that ever fill'd the Throne, was crowned with, 
more triumphant Victories than Hers, when the 
Invincible Duke of MARLBORQUGH com- 
manded Her Forces in the Field, and fought, Her 
Battles; a General e with Brauery and 
Conduct, Ceurage and Reſolution, who was ever 
bleſſed and owned of God in all his Warlike 
Exploits, and Martial Enterprizes, whoſe Guar- 
dian was the Lord of Hoſts, who cover'd his Head 
in the Day of Battelz thro' him did he puſh down 
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our Enemies”, thro his Name did i "read them | 
under, that'roſe up againſt us *, And God was 
pleas d to make him an Inſtrument of much 
Good, and great Service to this unthankful Na- 
tion, whoſe moſt ſtupid Ingratitude to the Al- 
mighty, and that GREAT MAN, can never. 
be. forgotten. | 
Nor did God only work Salvation fir us then 
y this great General, this Hero abroad; but 
his Bleſſing was upon us in our Borders, our 


Councils met with wiſh'd-for Succeſs; our Queen 


Was proſperous and happy; Her Lords ſiacere 
and hearty ; and Her Commons true and truſty, 
with an unbiaſs'd Hand fincerely labouring to 

romote the mutual Good both of Prince and 

People ; - and this was the bleſſed State of the Na. 
on in the laſt Reign, till ſuch Times as God 

ermitted Her late Majeſty ( farely by the Delu- 
2 of an Evil Spirit +) to Diſcard Her old Mi- 
niſtry ; who were true Proteſt ants „ and Men of 
as great Abilities as ever Eng land' red ; . and in 
ſtead of them, to cheriſh 5 near her Boſom 
(pardon the Expreſſion) a neſt "of Pipers, a 

mungretl Set of half-faced Proteſtants and“ Stat A 
20” -whoſe Principles id all Ages 0 hes" 

ere hath been ſuch a fort of Men jo being 4 
Have led em to run Counter to thepublick Good; 
and whoſe treacherous and fooliſh Projects quite 


unravelled all the Bleſſi ngs,; that adorned? the 


former Part of Her auſpicious Reign, aud this! 
rhey did, by giving up to France in à moſt 
bicious and ſhameful Treaty,” the Spaniſh” Ties 
and thoſe: Towns of the greateſt Security an 
N ie in 45 1 1 to gain hat 
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coſt us a : vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure; 
and to skreen the Cheat, and make the Peace: 
go down the better with the deluded and un- 
thinking Croud, have daub'd it over with the 
gaudy Epithets of Safe, Honourable' and Laſting. 

And here 1 ſhall take Notice of Tome other 
Parts of that diſmal'Travedy, which was acted 
on the Theatre of Great Britain, and ſhew you 
our fad Eſtate, 'when' the Management of the 
Publick Buſineſs was committed by the Queen, 
(purely by Miſtake, as I wou'd hope, and cha- 
Titably ſuppoſe ) to the Male- Adminiftration of 
-unfaithful Servants, in whom She was unhap- 
pily deceiv'd and betray'd 3 --- both She, and 

the Nation into many Sorrows : 'For the Poyſon 
of theſe Infetions Creatures did not only affect 
the Queen, and make the Head ſick; but diſor- 
der'd the Body alſo. And no wonder that it 


|  ſhou'd be ſo, if we conſider, how they were a- 


bout to nem model the Nation's Conſtitution, by 
Tranſlating the Legal Government into an Arbs- 
trary One; and that this was the Deſign in 
View is moſt plain, ſince Men of this Complec- 
tion, both from the Pulpit and Prefs, moſt ſtre- 
nuouſly pleaded for an Abſolute Submiſſion of the 
Subject to the Prince without Reſerve or Limi- 
tation; Which is Treaſon by the Lams of the 
* Land, and Blaſphemy by the | Laws of God, 
© who has reſerv'd ſuch” OVhene® to himſelf 
4c alone. TEN | 
' Moreover How Jevoutly aid tler Balke, ot | 
Wi orſhip as Bemi- ods, thoſe ſenſleſs Shadows and 
empty Sounds of Unalienable, lud ſe at alle and 
Hereditary Right, with a pleaſing Proſpect, no 
doubt, of ſettling their Sham King, the Chevalier 
de St. George upon the Throne, who wou'd be- 
youd all Diſpute Are the. She n and 
Q Oun- 
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' Counſel of his Holineſs the Pope) infallibly re- 


—— 
, . 


1 


quite the Faction, for all their Work and Labour 


of | Love in their paſt Services, by conferring the 
Curſe of Popery on the preſent Age, and Entail- 


ing it on our Poſterity. And that this was the 


Intent, we have ſome Reaſon to imagine, when 


we conſider, that Men were liſted into the Pre- 
tender's Service in Great Britain and Ireland X, 
that with Connivance and Impunity, Books and 
Pamphlets were printed, and diſpers'd through- 
out the Kingdom on his Behalf, and but very 
ſlender, if any, Notice taken thereof by the 
Government. And to this I may further add, 
That Perſons of the meaneſt Reputation, who 


were viſibly in the Intereſt of Fance, and the 


Court of St. Germains, were advanc'd to Places 
of the greateſt Truſt and Profit, while ſuch as 
zealouſly dared appear in Defence of the Proteſ- 
tant Succeſſion, and openly declare themſetyes-for 
the Rights and Priviledges of their Fellow-Sub- 
jets, were 4:/countenanc'd, contemn'd, diſcourag'd 
and diſgrac d; . Witneſs thoſe Brave and 


| Noble Patriots, once more deſervedly advanc'd 


to their former Honours, to the unſpeakable 
Regret, and indelible Infamy of all their Ene- 
mies. So, that to be plain in my Opinion (nor 


am l ſingle in it) the Reign of the late unhappy 


King, James II. did not afford a more ghaſtly 
Countenance, nor preſent a more melancholy 
Scene than did the LAST, for near four Years 
paſt. In which Time, ertue, Modeſty and Honour 
were quite expelFd, and baniſh'd from the Court, 
to make way for French Mimicks, Mummers, Maſ- 
querades, Drolls, &c. which conſiſted (accord- 
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17 
ing to the moſt favourable Account which I can 
meet with concerning them ) of a Mixture of 
ſuch intolerable' Nonſenſe, Blaſphemy and Atheiſm, 
ſhameleſs Obſcenity and unbounded 'Lewdneſs, and ( 
which tended ſo much to defile the /oft and 
ductile Minds of Touth at Court, and to corrupt 
and vittate the Morals of thoſe concerned either 
as Actors in, or Spectators of them, that it 

wou'd make a Chaſte and Sober Perſon even bluſh 
to think of the Abominations thereof. And 
the Conſequence ' hereof was very miſchievous, 
but yet, indeed, no worſe than what might be 
expected; for when Perſons have once proſti- 
tuted their Modeſty, and ſacrific'd their Honour, 
they generally become prodigious Monſters in 
Prophaneſs and Iniquity, and profound Enemies 
to Truth and Goodneſs, Vertue and Religion; as 
being the direct Reverſe both of their Principles 
and their Practice, ſo that then Religion and Re- 
ligious Men at once were made the Seoff, Deri- 
fron, and Envy of the Age, our publick Places for, 
Religious Worſhip were daily thteaten'd; and the 
Truth of it is, we were not without ſome Fears 
upon that Account; for the Zeal of the. Mob 
for the Church and the Doctor, had carry'd them 
ſo far into a Religious Frenzy not long betore, 
that we cou'd not perſwade ourſelves that the 
Faction was in Feſt. This black, impending 

Cloud of Sorrows, together with the malicious 

Bill of Schiſm, againſt which the enraged Power 

of Heaven, (to redreſs the Grievances of opprefſed 

and injured” Innocents did openly ſhew its Ab- 
horrence and Diſlike, by turning the ſhort-liv'd, 

Joys of thoſe that form'd it into Mourning 3 

and what is remarkable, ev'n on that very“ 
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Day in which it came in Force. And to * 
theſe adverſe Calamities now mention d might 
be: added many more, which made our Hearts 
to fail for Fear, for looking after thoſe Things, 


Which for good aid, ſubſtantial Reaſons, we 


thought were coming on us; but. L forbear the 
Faction: la the midſt of this Dilemma, when. 


we were quite diſpirited, and out of Hopes of 


enjoying, our Rights, as Aden or Cbriſtians, or 

indeed, of having the meaneſt Ad of Common 
5 ultice done us, ſo much did the Intereſt of 

arties ſway: the Cauſe more than the Merits of 
it ʒ the Wiſdom of Heaven, no doubt, fore-ſeeing 
at "that Jancture, that Her Late Majesty was alto- 
gether unable to ſteer Her. Courſe with Safety, 
thro' the Ocean of thoſe Difficulties She was 
launch'd into, or to bear up under the Fatigues 
of that ponderous Burthen, Which Her Merie- 
ner, and Per fidious St ateſmen: had laid upon Her, 
it pleas d God ( bope in Mercy. then to the 
Queen) to call Her hence by Death; and re- 
leaſe Her of all Her Worldly Cares and Sor- 


rows: 5 and by r Demiſe 0 make WAY. for. « our 


Gorica. and Ae Sovereign King GEORGE: 
70 enjoy the Crown, who timely. came to deliver 
us from thoſe, threatning Dangers; which hem'd 
us in. on every ſide, and to ſave. 106 from. the, Hands 
of thoſe that gate 1, Whoſe Pe accable Acceſſion 
had; long been 'wiſh'd, and often pray'd for in 
this, Place, hg God ſhou'd pleaſe i in his o wu 
time, by Death to call away the Queen; the 
Anſwer of theſe. Our ardent Prayers, we have 
receiv'd, anq; now happily do enjoys; and I beg 
Leave to ſa h, tho” I Know it will. not pleaſe 
tome People, that the Deliverance which, God 
hath now wrought for us, in my Sentiments, 
(all the fore- mention d. Thiags conſider'd ) is 
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as great as was that of the * HAPPY REVO. 
LUTLloN; For our Soul is nom eſcaped 'as a Bird 
out of the Net, the Snare is (weaken'd, if not) 
broken, which the Home- bred Faction laid for us, 
and we are deliver d x. They were at once caſt 
down and diſpirited, when they ſaw our Sove- 
reign, by the wiſe and good Providence of God, 
ſo peaceably, and without any Diſturbance, 
proclaim'd King of Great Britain and Ireland; 
|| ; tor no ſooner did our Streets refound , and 
eccho with the Awful Name of GEORGE, 

and Titles of Brunſwick, Lunenburg h, and Ha- 

mover, but their Countenanees chang'd, and 

their Hearts fell within them, as Dagon fell be 

fore the Ark of God F. And "ſetting aſide the 

abortive: Endeavours of the diſaffected Party to 

raiſe Mutinies in ſome few Towns, notorious for 

Mobs and Riots. that this unexpected Turn of 
Government ſhou'd be effected with fo much Peace, 
Tranquility and Eafe, is very wonderful, if we 

conſider how ripe Things were at that Criſes, 

in Favour of the Chevalier, and at the ſame time 
bow remote our preſent Sovereign was from theſe 

N Dominions, and how near then, and convenient 

the Pretender lay to make a Deſcent upon us, 

or to attempt to obſtruct him in his Paſſage; 

how enraged and impudent were his Domeſtick, 

: and how ſtrong and potent his Foreign Friends 
| both our avowed Enemies. All theſe Difad- 
vantages conſider'd, That He ſhould fo quietly, 

and peaceably be proclaim'd, and fettPd on the 

Throne, I ſay, it's very wonderful indeed, and 

' mult be attributed to the ſovereign Providence 

of that God, To whom Salvation belongeth, and 

by whom Kings reion; and unto whom we muſt 
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aſcribe the Glory: Behold then with Foy, with 
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hath done for us, and our Xing; Rejoice there- 
fore in the Lord, and be glad in him, and again 1 
ſay Rejoice: O enter into his Gates with Thankſoi- 
ving, and his Courts with Praiſe, be thankful unto 
him, and bleſs bis Name *, for theſe Deliveran- 


ces, and extraordinary Interpoſitions of his 
Providence, in all which the Hand of God did 


ſo ſignally appear on our behalf. 


t 


But J come, Secondly, To enquire what Ble f 


ſings theſe are, that this Nation is in the joyful 


Poſſeſſion of, and more particularly thoſe that 
flow in upon us, thro' the Happy Acceſſion of King 
GEORGE to the Throne of Great Britain, and 
his peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion of it, &c. And 


in the general we may ſay as to thoſe Bleſſings 


which we are in Poſſeſſion of, that never any 
People had a fairer Proſpect of being Happy than 


we at preſent have, were it not for our inte- 


ſtine Jars, and Gdd provoking Sins, which with- 
out a Reformation will prove a continual Difs 
grace and Torment to us here, and at length 
terminate in our utter Ruin: For we have in 
the midſt of us the moſt valuable Bieſſing, that 
ever the World was intruſted' with, rhe Goſpel 
of Peace, and Peace and Pleniy, with the Goſpel; 
which tho” they are Bleſſirgs of a very high Na- 
ture, and call aloud for our grateful return of 
Praiſe, yet I ſhall not now inſiſt upon them 
hut more particularly proceed to enquire what 


thoſe are, which are the Reſult of King 


GEORGE's Happy Acceſſion to the Throne, &c. 
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And Firſt, Thro' this, the Fears of Popery and 
Perſecution are diſſipated and chas d away; for 
ſince the Lord turn'd again our Captivity, we were 
like them that Dream, Our Caſe is altered for 

the better, ſo much, that we can ſcarce per- 

ſuade our ſelves that we are awake; we are 
tempted to doubt whether the Thing be really 
true, or we ſtill under the tranſporting Deluſi- 
4 ons of a pleaſant Dream; for having (for ſome 
Time paſt) been juſtly poſſeſs'd with the fears 
of Popery and Perſecution, and I may add, the 

Pretender too, thro” the traiterous and treaſon- 

able Conduct of a Frenchified Miniſtry, and be- 

ing now ſo. ſuddenly delivered from them thro? 
the peace able and undiſiurbed Acceſſion of King 

GEORGE to the Throne of Great Britain, and the 

juſt Diſgrace of thoſe, that fo warmly, ſo mali- 
ciouſly ſought our Ruin; we are, methinks, like 

Slaves and Captives redeem'd from the Galleys, 

who when looking back on their paſt Sorrows 
and Misfortunes, do reliſh with a pleaſing Guſt 
, the Sweets of Liberty and Freedom, having now 
a Prince who commands his Subjects Hearts by 
Love, and not by Violence and Rigour, . who does 
not pretend arbitrarily to judge Mens Conſci: 
ences in Matters of Religion, or impoſe any 
Hardſhips on them, becaule they are not preciſe- 
ly of his own Dimenſions; but giveth his Subjects | 
Free Liberty without Menaces and Threatnings, 
or without Suffering others to inſult them in 
their Worjhip of God, according to the Light they 
have receiv d; „Having fully expreſs' d his Reſo- 
** lution to defend the Religion, and Civil Rights 
* of all his Subjects, in his Anſwer to the Addreſ- 
4 ſes of both Houſes of Parliament; and withal, 
t his firm Purpoſe to do all that is in his 14 55 
0 . 
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** for ſupporting and maintaining the Churches 
& of England aud Scotland, as they are ſeverally 
& by Law Eftabliſ'd ”, and that he might caſe; 
and quiet the Minds of all his Subjects, he ſuper- 
adds, That he is of Opinion, that may be done 


I 


« without the leaſt impairing, the Toleration 


& .allow'd by Law to Proteſtant Diſſent ers, {0 
& ;agrecable to Chriſtian Charity, and ſo neceſſa- 


eto the Trade and Riches of this Kingdom . 


So that we may now reaſonably expect, we 
have a King, who will impartially prove a Nurs 
fling Father to, us all, who will anſwer the End 


of Government, and preſerve our Rights without 
Violation; both as Men and Chriſtians. 


For Secondly, As he has engaged to maintain 


our. Religious, ſo alſo our Civil Rights as before 


obſerved; which is as much as to ſay, he will 
not pretend to aſſume to himſelf the Power of 


an Abſolute Monarch, and to govern us in an Ar- 
bitrary Manner, but according to our Laws; 


which if the Suppoſititious Heir had gained the 
Crown, and the wicked Contrivances of his 
Adherents took Effect; we muſt ſoon have ſub- 
mitted to French Meaſures, or fell a Victim to 
his Fury: But now if we live-peaceable and quiet 
Lives, and behave our ſelves as Subjects ought to 


do, we may promiſe our ſelves without Flatte- 


ry many laſting BLESSINGS, and the Enjoy- 
ment of what we call our own; with an unin- 
terrupted Quietude and Safety, and to fir down 
every Man, under his own Vine, and his own 
Fig-tree, and, none ſhall make us afraid; to 
have Peace eſtabliſhed witbin, and without 
= E | N 5 our 
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© our Borders; to fee. the lnduſtry of our own 
„Ma nufactures encouraged at Home, and our 


« Commerce preſerved and extended Abroad, 
“ and the Wealth and Proſperity of our Nati- 
on advanced, till ſhe becomes the Joy or En- 
«yy of the whole E artig. 
1 I R 418.0 


j Again Thirdly, Another happy Conſequence 


of the Acceſſion of King GEORGE to the Throne, 


is, that he is a Prince, who is expert in War, 


and who has been prov'd therein, a Man of in- 


ſuperable Courage, and good Condutt, to Head our 
Troops, and fight our Battels in the Field of 


War, if ever our looſe and treacherous Friends 
the French, ſhou'd break through the Peace and 


their Bona Fide's, by denying to perform their 
Contracts with us, which ſome are of Opinion 
they have already done: But if not, there is 
ſome Reaſon to imagine that they will do iſo, 
as ſoon as they conceive it will be for their Ad- 
vantage; for Experience teacheth us, that it 


haath been their Practiſe in Times paſt, to make 


Leagues, and keep them juſt ſo long, as were 


for their Benefit and Intereſt, and no longer; 


and I cannot yet convince my ſelt, that the 
Company of ſome great Stateſmen, Which the 
Monſrur's enjoyed ſo Liberally in the {laſt 
Reign, hath, made them either more Religious 
than they were wont to be, or more Faithful, 
Juſt, or Honeſt : Nor can we ever expect that 
they ſhou'd grow better in this Reſpect, ſo 
long as they retain that deſtruQive Tenet a- 
mongſt them concerning thoſe Contracts, that 
they make with thoſe that they call Aereticks ; 
Namely, That a Catholick is not obliged to per- 
form thoſe Covenants, which he males 2 
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ſuch Perſons,” nor keep Faith with them &. Thus 
may we ſee how little Streſs there is to be laid 
upon the moſt ſolemn Oaths and "Promiſes, 
that ſuch Men make | with Prote ſtantt, ſince 
they do not imagine, that they are in the 
leaſt Obligatory : And this is directly the 
Caſe between Us and the French King at this 
Time, he being a profeſs'd Roman Catholick, 
and this a Prateſt ant Nation, whom he ac* 
counts Heretical; ſo that if ever the New 
Peace ſhou'd be broken, or the Old War re- 
viv'd, which may be ſooner than ſome imagine; 
we ſhall find, that 'tis none of the meaneſt 
Bleſſings to have ſuch a King, as our Sove- 
reign Lord GEORGE upon the Throne. 


"1 


But. Finally, We are ſo happy, as not to have 
a Child to rule and govern us , which was 
what God threatned to aſfli& his People 1/rael 
withal as a Puniſhment of their Sin and Folly, 
Iſa. 3. 4, but a King advanc'd to the Years of 
Sagacity and Wiſdom, being brightned by Ex- 
perience, and religiouſly refined by the Chriſtian 
Converſation of His Proteſtant Progenitors, and 
a good Education. WT 1 4 
And add to this, a King, not the Son of a 
Mechanic, as moſt conjecture the Sham One 
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ils apud quem Azreticus aliquid de poſuerit, non 
tenebitur poſt manifeſtam Hæreſin rem depoſitam ihi 
* S Manch. Epiſc. Tacens. Inſtit. Cath, Tit. 46. 
Seck. 73. ; | ; 
Non fenetur reddere Rem Verbis contractam. 7o!- 
let Ses. Inſtruct. Sacerd, de Excom, Vide Steele's Ec- 
cleſ. Hiſt. pag. 155. 
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is, but a King of 4 e Extraction and De- 
fer. the Sen of Nobles (deſcending from the 
Loins of thoſe Iluſtrious and Renowned Patrons 
of the Fan Religion, the KING, and 
QUEEN of Bohemia) which the Wiſe 
lan ſtiles the Bleſſing of a Nation: Toh 
Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy King is th 
Son of. Nobles : And if ſo, Thrice happy and 
bleſſed are we, who have not only a Ring, who 
is the Son of Nobles to Rule and Gavern us; but 
a Numerous. Iſſue of the Blood Royal to ſway 
the Britiſh Scepter , and. fill the Throne in 
Cafe of Death; which gives a killing Stroke 
at once, to the Abortive Hopes, and Unjuſt 
Pretenſions of the ſpurious Pretender, and all 
his Friends; So that we may not without 
Reaſon, expect to have our preſent Bleſſings 
( thro? the Divine Providence) tranſmitted 
to the lateſt Poſterity , when we are dead, 
„„ i to iii 1 
The Conſideration of which, together with 
all thoſe Bleſſings laid down before you at 
this Opportunity, I am in Hopes has rais' 
your Hearts, to an exalted Pitch of Gratitude, 
under the Senſe of your preſent Mercies; for ex- 
cept we wilfully ſhut our Eyes, we cannot 
hut ſee , That the Bleſſing of God is upon his 


1 


ä 


People, of this Nation. 
But | proceed to the 


IIId. and Laſt Thing premiſed; namely, 
Jo entertain your Thoughts with ſome uſeful 
Reflections on the whole. And, 

ls D | Furſt, 
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l! Firſt, Since Salvation is God's Prerogative, 
and belongeth unto t| Lord. Put not then 
your Truſt in Man, 'whoſe Breath "is in his No- 
ftrils,, nor in the Sons of Men, in whom there 14 
10 Help; lut truſt in the Lord Jehovah in whom 
1% Ewcrlaſting Strength: For It is better to truſt 
zn the Lord, than to put Confidence in Man It 
better to truſt in the Lord, than to put Confi- 
dence in Princes *; for Salvation belongeth unto 
he Lord. In all our Straits and Troubles, 
in all our Dangers and Difficulties, whether 
National or Perſonal, or whatever they be, 
let us fly to God for Help and Refuge, Whoſe 
Hand u not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave; nor 
his Ear heavy, that it cannot hear T. Truſt ye 
then in the Lord alone, and do good; for the Sal-. 
vation of the Righteous is of Him, He is their 
S*rergth in the Time of Trouble: And the Lord 
ſhall help them, and deliver them; "He ſhall de- 
liver them from the wicked, and ſave them becaufe 
| io 1 SI LETS * 7 
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Secondly, Since God, by Elis good, Provi- 
dence, hath wrought for us many Great and 

Wonderful Deliverances, thro“ Which, we en- 
joy without Interruption, out Rights both as 
Men and Chriſtians; Let us, then, with hum- 
ble, but grateful Hearts, Rejoyre in him, and 
P-aiſe Him for His mighiy Acts; for all our 
Deliverances, and for al] our Mercies; but par- 
ticularly, for that of the Bleſſed K EVO LU- 
TION, and that, great Salvation that God ** 

. = : 23S 44 Su 2 | 4 x + 17 hath 
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hath. wrought for us by the 'Timely and Peace- 
able Acceſſion, of GEORGE, our Rightful and 
Lawful Sovereign to the Britiſh Throne; Who 
was made an Inſtrument in the Hand of God, 
to fave us from that Slavery, Miſery and Ruin, 
which were juſt coming on us, by the Male- 
- Adminiſtration of a barbaroxs, irreligiows and 
wicked Miniſtry, who had barter us for French 
Gold, Diamonds and Claret,” Let, therefore, 
the Returns of your Praiſes (this Day) be 
ſuitable in ſome meaſure to the Greatneſs, of 
that Deliverance, a Deliverance ſo great, that 
ſcarce ever was a greater wrought for any Peo- 
ple! ——— Praiſe ye the Lord, therefore, 0 9. 
righteous, for it's the Lord's doing, and ought to 
be marvellous in your Eyes. Praiſe ye the. Tord, 
therefore, far it's good to ſing Praiſes to our Go; 
it 95 pleaſant, and Praiſe 4s comely for the, Up 
i Bn 

Thirdly, Since the Bleſſings of Almighty God 
flow in upon us, as they did upon his 1ſra?! of 
Old, and we are bleſſed with God's moſt holy 
Word in our Mother - Tongue, and Peace ad 
Plenty in our. 1 the Belt of Kings, and 
the Beſt of Bleſſings, 1 mean Liberty. Let us 
tand fait in that 105 where with God hat h 


made us free ; and Not uſe out Liberty as a Cloak 


of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of God |. 
And let us ſhew ourſelves thaykful to God, 
our Kind and Generous Benefactor, by adding 
to the Verbal Acknowledgments - of this Day, 
„The Regular Conduct of our Lives, and the 
« prudent Diſtribution of our Alms; Let us 
& break off our Sins by Righteouſucſs, and 
D 2 | 1 Zi. 10 our 
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de our Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, 
te if ſo be it may be a Lengthning of our Tran- 


, quility : The moſt agreeable Hymns will be 


„ but grating Diſcords , unleſs they are fol- 
c Jow'd with Acts of Charity: The Calves of 


crifice of our Alms, which when offer'd from 

ta right Principle and a due End, is an Odour 
of ſweet Smell, and a Sacrifice acceptable, 

* and well-pleaſing to Ged. 


And withal, Let us endeavour to ſhew our 
ſelves devout and faithful Chriſtians, by walking 


in all the Commandments and Ordinances of the 


Lord Vlameleſs, and contending earneſtly for that 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints *, 
And let us ſhew our ſelyes, Loyal and Obedient 
Subjecls, by ſybmitring to our King in all Things 
Lawful, and without Diſſimulation hearty Lo- 
vers of one another: And let not the preſent 
Influx of thoſe excecding Mercies, and abound- 
ing Bleſſings which we enjoy, betray us into a Su- 
pineneſs or Neglect of our Chriſtian Duties: Nor 
ſo far ſtupify our Senſcs, as to make ys think 
our ſelves altogethet free from Danger, leaſt 
when we cry Peace and Safety, and imagine 
ourſelves ſecure, our Enemies , betray us into 


Roin, and bring, DeſtryQion ſuddenly, down, 


upon us: For the abandon'd Party, who have 
always made Plots and Conſpiracies their Stu- 
dy, and Lies their Reſuge, when out of Favour, 
no doubt will be very buſy at this Juncture, ta 
diſturb the Peace and Safety of the 1/7ael of God. 
Let us therefore ſear and ſerve the Lord; and or 
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our Lips will be inſignificant without the Sa- 
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bey his Voice, that ſo both we and our 55 


may be preſerved from theſe ugreaſorable and 
wicked Men, who have not Faith, nor yet goo 
Manners ; For if we wou'd live long and ſee goo, 


Days, we muſt re ſr ain gur Tongues from Evil, and 


our Lips that they ſpeak no Guile, Let us eſchew 
Evil aud de Good, ſee Peace and guſue it &; do 
Juſtiy, loue Meroy, and walk Humbly with gur 
God ; abſtaining from every, SIONS; 
Evil, for if me 4% wickedly, we ſpall be canſum 
both We and our King ||. e wk 


And finally, Les us Fear God and Hoyaur the 
ons, and £iving of Thguks, for all en, jor Kings 


F 


quiet and peaceable Life iu all Gadlinaſs and Hene- 
fly FF 3 and eſpecially, for our rightful Sove- 
reign King GEORGE, That both his Houſes of 
Parliament may be truly Engliſh, and confiſt of 
Men both Miſe and Good; that N may at- 
tend his Councils, and Proſpericy his 


alms, 
that his Life may be Long, and his Reign Proſ- 


perous, that his Throne may be eſtabliſhed with 


Rig hteouſneſs, and his Heart with Grace; that 
the Angels of the Lord of Heaven way encamp 


about him, and protect him from all his Ene- 


mies both Secret and Open, both Foreign and Do- 
meſtick ;, and the ſame Celeſtial Guard preſerve 
in Safety, their Royal Highneſſes, GEORGE 
Prince of Wales, the Princeſs, their Iſſue, and all 
the Royal Family; and that Proteſtant Succeſſors 
deſcending from the Auguſt Houſe of Hanover 

| may 
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may ſway the Scepter, and fill the Throne of 
Great Britain, ſo long as the Sun and Moon en- 
elures, es. I e 


* 


To C onclude. ey | 


Let all our Voices ring with the prateful 
Acknowledgments of all thoſe great Things, 
that the Lord hath done for us; for the Happy 
Acceſſion of King GEORGE to the Britiſh 
Throne, and his peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion of 
it; for all our Mercies, and all our Deliveran- 
ces ; that the Heavens may reverberate back a- 
gain and ſay, That Salvation belongeth unto the 
Lord, and that his Bleſſing is upon his People : 
And in a Word, with one Conſent in Heart 


and Tongue, Let us rejoice and ſay, 


. 


God Save the KING. 
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